Lead Paint Removal


Prior to 1978, most paints were lead-based and many members of the population we serve live in these older homes.  The PAT inspector performs a test on the paint at each home, to determine if lead is present.  Your home assignment sheet will indicate this, so that you can follow the necessary safety precautions.

Small children are at the greatest risk for lead poisoning because of their size and behavior (crawling, mouthing objects, etc.).  Neither small children nor pregnant women should be on site while surfaces are being scraped and prepared for painting.  Volunteers preparing surfaces should adhere to the lead-safe practices highlighted below:

· Place drop cloths on the ground where you’ll be scraping (e.g. old sheets, garbage bags, plastic or canvas tarps) to expedite paint chip collection.

· Remove only peeling & chipping paint. Make sure the windows are closed to keep the paint outside.

· Lead dust will be minimized if you “work wet”.  Before you scrape paint, wet it with a sponge or spray it while you scrape.  Use a wet sanding sponge if you must do any sanding. Keep spray bottles handy.

· Hats, gloves, and glasses may be used to prevent paint chips or dust from settling on you. Use a 3M particle mask as you work (PAT provides these to you at Paint Pick Up). Remember, misting and spraying as you work greatly reduces the generation of dust.

· Wash hands before eating, drinking, smoking, or applying cosmetics. Keep water buckets on site – one wash bucket and one rinse bucket.  Wash work clothes separate from family laundry.

DO NOT USE

· Power sanding without vacuum collection.

· Uncontained water blasting.

Environmental Safety - Lead Paint Disposal and Equipment Clean Up

· Collect all lead chips from drop cloths and double bag in garbage bags. Rake grass to collect chips that may have fallen into the grass. Do not include rags, sticks, yard waste or anything else in the bag with the chips. 

· Do not put the bags out with the rest of the trash! Paint chips must be disposed of properly.

· Do not wash brushes, rollers, paint trays, etc. down the storm sewer. These go directly into our lakes and rivers. Clean equipment in laundry tub or in basement drain connected to the city sanitary sewer.

· Fill out the Paint-A-Thon Lead Paint Chip and Paint Delivery Form included with your home assignment.

· You may ask the homeowner to deliver the paint chips, if that seems possible, or take them yourself.  In either case, please use the Paint-A-Thon form, which indicates appropriate drop sites, locations and hours.

Paint chips should be delivered by AUGUST 31st  to the site of your choice, as listed on the Lead Paint Chip and Paint Delivery Form.
